CHAP. X.                        VIRGINITY.

CHAPTER X.

Concerning the period of Virginity, and the Ceremonies observed on

the occasion.

"When a girl has her menses for the first time, it is called
balig hona (arriving1 at the age of puberty or discretion) ;
pyhlee sir myla hona (the head becoming dirty for the first
time); or burron men-milna(reaching- the age of womanhood;
literally, mixing with the grown-up).

At the lunar periods, the circumstance is denominated
hyz-ana (the approach of the menses); nuhanee ana (the
arrival of the season for bathing) ; sir myla hona (head be-
coming filthy; a handsome excuse for bathing); bay-numazee
ana (become unfit for prayers); or napak hona (becoming
unclean).

Among Moosulman girls the period of virginity is from
ten to fourteen, generally about twelve years of age.*

At a girFs first menstruation, seven or nine married
women of the house and neighbourhood meet in the after-
noon, and each applies a little chiksa to her body, adoMs
her neck with a couple of garlands of flowers, anointsflte:
head with phoolail ha tail (odoriferous oil), and confines her
to a private apartment. The women having speiaff awliile-
in singing, music, &c. depart to their own home$.

For seven days the poor girl is shut tip in the room, not
allowed to go out, engage herself in any employment what-
ever, or bathe; and, during all that time, Irer diet consists

* Mrs. Meer (vol, ii. p. 349.) observes, " G*?}8 are considered to
<c have passed their prime when they number from sixteen to eighteen
" years ; even the poorest peasant would 6bject to a wife of eighteen,"
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